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This is Layla. She lives with her family 

in a new country. 
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She is the oldest sister in the family. 

Her older brother works in a factory. 
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Layla wants to get a job too but she 

can’t. She has too much housework. 

3



At home, Layla does a lot of the 

cooking. She does a lot of the cleaning. 
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Layla takes her younger siblings to 

school. She takes her mum to her 

doctor’s appointments. 
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Layla thinks about all the things she 

has to do. When will she have time to 

work? 
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Sometimes, Layla gets a headache 

from thinking too much. She feels tired 

a lot.
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One day, Layla says to her mum, 

“I want to get a job. I don’t want to 

work at home all the time.’’
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“I’m sorry Layla but you are the oldest 

sister. It is your job to look after our 

family,’’ says her mum.
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Layla doesn’t understand. Why can’t 

her brothers and sisters help with the 

housework? It’s not fair!  
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“I’m sorry Layla but this is how it was in 

my family too. I was the oldest sister. I 

did a lot of the work,’’ says Layla’s mum.
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The next day, Layla looks for a job. 

She doesn’t tell her mum. 
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One week later, Layla gets a phone 

call. The supermarket wants her to 

come in for a job interview. 
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